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Shri C R Chaudhary
Minister of State for Commerce &
Industry
Dept. of Industrial Policy and
Promotion, Promotion, Room No.57,

Bhavan. New Delhi lJdyog Bhavan, New Delhi
Dr. Rajeev Kandpal
Salt Commissioner
Offrce of The Salt Commissioner, 2 - A, Lavan Marg, l,avan Bhavan,Jhalana Doongrj,Jaipur - 302004

Sub: Closure of the Salt Commissio

Dear Sir,

d-

The Gandhidham Chamber of Commcrce & Industry is a pionecr organisation of Kandla -
Gandhidham complex in Kachchh-()ujarat since 1953 with the main objecrive to scfve as a bridgc
between local trade and industry fraternity and Statc / Central Govt. for the rcsoluLion of problems ancl
also to endeavour for the welfare of citizens and township in public intcrest.

It is a matter of concern that Indian Governmcnt is in process of closing Salt Offices across India as a
part of reorganisation of various government departments. Reorganisation is a welcome cxcrcise,
however closing of salt offices certainly deserved re-consideration as submitted below:

Salt is the Central subject in the Constitution of India. Union Government is responsibie for
\r' controlling production, distribution and supply of Salt. A perusal to the parliamentary proceeding of'

1949 reveals that the Constituent assembly felt that Salt is an important and sensitive commodity, it is
being produced only in three states, whereas it is required by everyone rich and poor and decided to
keep it under the domain of the lJnion Government. 'fhough situation in India has since cha.gcd
from salt importing country to salt exporting country, India being the thircl largest producer of salt in
the world but only three states namely Gujarat, Ra.lasthan and Tamil Nadu continued to rcmain only
three states in the country producing salt surplus to their requircments. Gujarat is thc largcst,
contributingabout 80% of the Salt produced in the Country. At present only 2Sa/o of thc Salt prgduccd
in the country is used for edible purpose and rest is uscd for nonecliblciinclustrial consumptisn and
exports.

Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Departmcnt of Industrial Policy and Promotion through o{'fice rf
the Salt Commissioner, an attache d office clischarge responsibility of the lJnion Government and has
been monitoring production, distribution of salt, monitoring, quality, price and exports to fbreign
countries' Salt Commissioner has been declared as nodal agency for implementing Nation Iodine
Deficiency Disorder control Program launched by the Ministry of Ilcalth and !'amily Welfare fbr
production, distribution and quality control of the iodised salt.

Datc: 20.11.2017
Shri Ravinder,

.|oint Secrctriry,
Ministry ol'.Commcrcc & Indrrstrl',
Dept, of Industrial Policy and

Shri Ramesh Abhishek,
Secretary,

N{inistry of Commerce & Indrlstry,
Dept. of Industrial policy and

Promotion, Room No. 134,

Udyog Bha','an, New Delhi
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The salt commissioner has been delegatcd with statutory power to issue cxport worthiness certificatc

and arrangement for transport of salt ,-,ncler llailways Goods Act, 1989' Raihvays is charging

subsidized fieight fo. non-refined salt basecl on the movement sponsorcd by thc Salt commissioner

under priority C of the Railways transportation. This cOnccssion n'as granted at thc instancc and a lot

of persuasion by the then cM of Gu.iarat during 200:1. Inl'ecr he complainccl to Sri l" K' Ad'a'i as Lhc

then Railways Minister Mr Nitish Kumar dicl not rcspond to his rcquest of'granting conccssion t<t thc

salt industry in Gujarat particularry in Kutch district bcfbre announcing Raiiway budgct during 2001)-

04. Since Gujarat and Rajasth"., ur. located in the wcstern corncr of the country, transportatitln of'salt

\-/ ;;a ;;O;il*r. distriburion in alt nook and corner of the country is still a challengc and has to be

regularly monitored by the Salt Commissioner organiz'ation'

The Government of India is contemplating to close salt department, a small cell in the DIPP rvill bc

create to collect statistics relating to the production, sale and price of salt from 12500 salt producer in

200 clusters spread across 9 states in the 
-country. 

The salt T'est Laboratories will be transferred to the

MinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare'tlorveveritisnotclear:

o who will the nodal agency for the planned developmcnt of'Salt Inclustry in India particularly

intheStateswheresubstandardsaltisstillpr:oduced?

o Who will provide technical guidance to thc salt rvorke rs to improrrc thcir skill,

o one of the functions of the SaltTcst Lab is to analyze, brinc, bittern and to impart training tbr

developing skill of salt worker, issue export worthincss ccrtificate for inciustrial/ediblc salt' can

, Ministry Jf Heatttr and Family dischaige this function? Pcrhaps nccessaly polvers arc to bt:

\J 
delegated to rhem by the Miniitry of Railways and Ministry of Commerce& Industry'

o Does Government wants to continue rvith graded freight concession for different Variety of salt

by Rail? If yes, rhen who will ccrtify quality of salt loadcd in wagons to enable Railways to

grant concession?

. Who will monitor quality of salt under "Quality Control and cxport inspection Act' 1963" &

issue export worthiness certifi cate?

o who will coordinatc with thc State Governmcnt(s)/ Railrvays in evcnt of'shortagi: of'salt in a

particular state?

. will there be separate agencies for monitoring production, skiil dcvelopment'

dispatch/transport and quality of all variety of salt & inclustry rvill havc to approach multiplc

agencies to rcsolvc thcir issues?
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o what if the State Government starts transferring salt land prcsently used for salt production

for other purposes important to thcir States?

o How union Government proposes to discharge its constitutional rcsponsibility enshrincd in thc

Constitution of India as a Central subject'

oGovernmentofGujaratisrequiredtoobtainNoCfromtheSaltCommissitlnerundcrtheir
w Gujarat Land Revenue code tgoo ro. the allotment of land on lease or its renelval for the

Production of salt

In view of the above, we once again request to reconsider the decision to close salt offices in longer

interest of general public and salt industries'

Thanking You'

Yours faithfullY,

gal.-
Babubhai B- Humbal

President

\)


